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Sacred Heart carries on faith tradition
By KARA KOCZUR
Globe staff reporter

When Father David Hemann became pastor of Sacred
Heart in Ida Grove in 2001, he immediately felt welcomed
and appreciated, but also frightened.

He had been hearing stories of the infamous Father
Harold Dailey, pastor of Sacred Heart for 43 years and of
whom a street near the church is named after, and knew the
people had high expectations of him. In fact, at the centen-
nial of the church building, held not long after he arrived,
one man stood up and publicly made known his expecta-
tions.

“[He] said, ‘Father Hemann, we hope that you imitate
Father Dailey, and one way in particular,’” Father Hemann
said. “I thought, ‘Oh boy, what shoes am I going to have to
fill?’ And [he] said, ‘We want you to stay here for as long.’”

Father Hemann said he has found a genuine spirituality
at Sacred Heart. The parish, which is clustered with Our
Lady of Good Counsel in Holstein, has 224 families.

The history of the parish begins in 1877, with the com-
ing of the railroad bringing Catholic families to Ida Grove.
The town’s first Catholic Church, St. Bridget’s, was com-
pleted in 1878. By August of 1899 construction on the cur-
rent building began, as the congregation had outgrown the
old building. It was finished in 1901.

With Father Dailey’s arrival in 1944, the parish began
undergoing improvements. Parishioners dug a basement
under the existing church, an automatic heating plant was
installed and an educational center was built. In 1994 a new
rectory was also constructed. Plans for a new church and
hall are currently underway.

The history and ancestry of the parish is something
Father Hemann said he got a sense of after doing some
recent funerals where grown children have come back and
told him how faithfully the deceased served at Mass or sang
in the choir.

“I got a really beautiful sense of how the church didn’t
just come alive in the past couple years, it’s been sustained
throughout many years, and in every age and every time

you have your people who are willing to serve and to give,”
he said.

Lenee Sinnott, director of religious education, agreed.
“There’s always been a real continuity,” she said.
When it comes to Sacred Heart’s ministries, Steubenville

trips, Knights of Columbus, the confirmation program,
Right to Life, and Generations of Faith and Faith Festivals
are all shared with Holstein.

Faith Festivals are held twice a year and draw an average
of 200 people at each location. The festivals, which are for
the whole family, focus on special liturgical seasons or days
in preparation of their actual celebrations, Father Hemann
said. Past examples include Holy Thursday and Good
Friday. One focused on Advent is coming up.

“What we will do is have a Faith Festival that explains a
lot of the rituals and a lot of the meaning of various seasons,
because we can’t always do that during Mass,” he said.
“Like, what are the three different kinds of oils that we use
on Holy Thursday and why do we use holy oil? And what’s
the whole idea of service?”

The festivals include a meal, general session and break-
out sessions. They don’t replace religious education classes,
Father Hemann said, but accent them. The hope is that they
get the catechetical dialogue going at home among the fam-
ily members, as everyone gets catechized on the same topic.

“The breakout sessions that we do are also the same ones
for each, age-appropriate,” said Deacon Michael Stover,
who is also in charge of the RCIA program. “The young
kids will be hearing the same things as the adults, topic wise,
but at their own learning level.”

Sinnott noted that after the Faith Festivals, attendance at
the corresponding Masses is higher.

Father Hemann also teaches adult catechesis classes and
has handed out catechetical sheets to his parishioners on
how to do a home study on the Scriptures, how to pray bet-
ter, how to celebrate the Year of St. Paul and others. The
handouts often go along with his homilies.

“In the secular world they talk about people being life-
long learners,” Sinnott said. “You have to extend that into
your faith. You can’t just drop it when you come out of the
religious ed program.”

The parish also has a very active women’s altar society
that helps raise funds for various activities by sponsoring
raffles and dinners.

“The money that they raise they put toward the new
church and hall, and youth,” Deacon Stover said.

One way Sacred Heart enhances the sacraments, Father
Hemann said, is by having a holy hour after Mass and the
Liturgy of the Hours every Friday. During that hour, Father
Hemann hears confessions.

“That’s where I hear most of the confessions,” he said.
“Even people who aren’t necessarily at the Mass can show
up for that.”

Being a musician himself, Father Hemann also likes to
bring in various singers to give concerts periodically for
both parishes. Past performers include Terry Talbot, Dana
and Angel Dean.

“That’s just a fun way to celebrate our faith,” he said.
“We’re about time for another concert.”

Sacred Heart also has vacation Bible school program that
Father Hemann started. However, they plan to do Totus
Tuus in the future.

“There’s a lot of faith,” Father Hemann said. “We just
continue on the tradition.”
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When Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, former bishop
of Sioux City, sent Father David Hemann to Sacred
Heart in Ida Grove in 2001, he told him it may not be
a big parish, but he was giving him a big task, Father
Hemann said.

“So he said, ‘Go down there and build a church,’”
Father Hemann recalled. “And so I said, ‘Okay.’”

With such a big task looming ahead of him, the
priest took his new assignment to prayer.

“When I prayed about it I kind of sensed the Lord
was saying to me, ‘Build up the people, and then the
church will follow,’” he said.

So building up the faith of the people has been
Father Hemann’s main goal, though he acknowledges
the parish’s need for a new structure. The current
church isn’t up to code, he said, adding that he fears if
sheer winds hit it, another Maryhill incident could
occur.

Sacred Heart is also in need of a larger hall, which is
the church basement. When it comes to serving funeral
lunches, many times the parish has to use the Lutheran
church to accommodate the people. Also, holding
events in the basement makes it difficult for the dis-
abled to attend.

“We have no accessibility to the basement for the
handicapped,” said Lenee Sinnott, Sacred Heart’s direc-
tor of religious education.

Currently, the parish is in its second year of collect-
ing pledges for the new building project, which is an
estimated cost of $2.8 million. They need $1.4 million
to break ground, which Father Hemann hopes will
occur after the third year. After that they’ll have to
begin another three-year pledge and borrow to finish
the project.

“We’re steadily raising funds and we have some good
basic floor plans and vertical drawings,” he said. “We’re
just now on the verge again of getting rolling on a lot
of meetings.”

The plan is to build a Romanesque-style church that
seats 380 people, with 100 overflow. The new church
will be on the existing parish grounds and include a
courtyard prayer garden. The theme of the building
project is “Diamonds in a New Setting.”

“If you can imagine an old ring that’s kind of tar-
nished and the band is bent and worn thin in places,
but it has these beautiful rubies and diamonds, we’re
going to try and save the diamonds and put it in a new
setting,” Father Hemann said, adding that the theme is
what sold it to the parish.

Some of the “diamonds” the parish plans to salvage
are the windows, the altar, the tabernacle and possibly
the communion rail. Maryhill is also donating a Sacred
Heart window, Father Hemann added.

While the architect has completed some of the basic
drawings, the next building committee meetings will

start to explore what the church will look like on the
inside, he said.

“We needed a vertical [drawing] and a floor plan so
that people could collect [and] be onboard,” Father
Hemann said. “They needed to see something. It’s
much more exciting to pledge toward something that
you can see, [rather] than an idea.”

Building new church for future using ‘diamonds’ of the past

Father David Hemann shows off a vertical drawing of
the new church to parishioners.
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